
10 tricks to make your
 social media stand out!

Visualize it. Pictures are around four times more likely get 
a response on social media... the right picture can communicate 
as much feeling as an entire essay. When choosing pictures for 
your social media, don’t settle for boring stock photos from the 
‘90’s. Try stocksnap.io, unsplash.com, and negativespace.co for 
free stock photos with style and personality.

The same way great writing can make readers feel something, the social  
media posts that stand out almost always evoke some emotion. 

Get moving. Try posting GIFS in addition to still images.  
These tiny animations and video snippets convey major emotion 
and get major engagement. Try doing a search on giphy.com or 
tenor.com to find the GIF that best describes your mood.  

Jump into Canva. If you haven’t yet used this simple, free online tool, I highly recommend it. 
Canva has free templates and images, and tons of design tools like fonts, icons, and more.  
You can make eye-catching graphics that will attract your readers without hiring a designer or relying 
on your publsher’s marketing team.

Share Updates via Messenger. People are using messenger apps with increasing frequency 
to communicate with friends, celebs, thought leaders, and, yes, authors. Facebook Messenger and 
WhatsApp are the most popular messenger apps, and are both free to use. 

Authors can use messenger apps to share an excerpt of their book, tell 
readers about upcoming events, promote discounted prices or giveaways, and  
lots more. The main downside to using messenger apps is that they aren’t a 
“set it and forget it” marketing option—you do need to write back within a 
reasonable window.  The good news is that you can customize auto-replies 

(just like a vacation out-of-office on your email) to let people know when you are unavailable to write 
back. Some authors may want to go a step further to create a chat bot—if you’re interested in this technology and 
want to know more, send me an email. I can help set this up and/or send you more resources!

Spread Your Inspiration. If you see a post on Facebook that you think your readers will 
like, click the share arrow at the bottom of the post. On Twitter, you can 
Retweet, and on Instagram you can download the Repost app to share 
great posts. *Always credit the original creator whenever possible - it’s just the 
right thing to do!

completely FREE!
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http://stocksnap.io
http://unsplash.com
http://negativespace.co
http://giphy.com
http://tenor.com
http://Canva.com
https://www.messenger.com/
https://www.whatsapp.com/
mailto: sarah@hey-sarah.com
http://repostapp.com/


Make Your Text Come Alive. As a writer, you likely have many quotes and excerpts 
from your own writing, plus quotes that have influenced you along the way. You may also have press 
reviews, or reader reviews that you can excerpt. These bits of text can be social media gold. You can make 
graphics from your text using Canva, or animate the text and make videos using free tools like Adobe 
Spark Post, Ripl, or Legend (some apps may have upcharges, but you will be able to use the basic tools 
for free).

Ask for Comments and Shares. One very small change that will radically increase the 
engagement on your social media posts is to actually ask for comments and shares. Warning: this 
can feel awkward those first couple of times when you don’t get the thousands of interactions you’re 
envisioning. But trust the process—it will work! Try a simple, “What do you think? Let me know in the 
comments below,” or, “Have you ever had this happen? Tell me about it in the comments!,” or simply, 
“Know anyone who is interested in this topic? Share this post or tag them in a comment below—I’d love 
to hear from them!” You’ll get more people talking when you intentionally open up the dialogue.

Get Ahead of the Game. I recommend that authors spend thirty minutes to an hour 
planning out a few social media posts each week. It is wonderful to be “in the moment” on social 
media, but a little advanced preparation keeps you consistently sharing during those crazy weeks when 
everything goes wrong. Try Hootsuite’s free plan to get a few posts set up in advance each week! 

Stay Connected. While I honestly don’t think it’s a great idea to hook up your Facebook, 
Instagram, Twitter, and Pinterest feeds to all post the same content at the same time, I DO think it’s a 
great idea to connect your blog or social media accounts to your Goodreads and Amazon Author page. 
Some publishers also create author pages that can pull in your latest posts. This is free to set up and 
keeps you fresh and relevant to new readers as they discover you online. 

Try these FREE Apps. Bonus! Here are some other free tools you can use to create great 
content to promote your writing and build your audience on social media: Adobe Photoshop Express, 
Videoshop, PicLab, Plotaverse, and Easil. Instagram Stories also has a whole creative toolbox, and you 
can save your creations to post on Facebook, Twitter, or even your website or blog. 

Need help with any of these ideas? Email me at sarah@hey-sarah.com for a free consultation!
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Capture the Moment. From your morning coffee to 
your beloved writing desk, to to the furry friends who help you get 
through your day... these everyday moments can be photo-worthy. 
I recommend snapping pictures on your smartphone as you get 
moments of inspiration throughout the day and then going through 
them later to see which ones invoke a story that you want to tell. 
You’ll get better with time, so don’t get discouraged if you’re not 
Annie Leibovitz on your first snap.
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